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Sustainable Development of Urban Heritage
in the Historical Center of Abha

Prof.Dr Abdalhakim Naser Alashawi
Professor of Urban Geography
Geographical Department — King Khalid University

Dr. Hassan Abdullah Alamrey
Assistant Prof. of social Geography
Geographical Department — King Khalid University

Summary

The city of Abha is one of the tourist cities that still preserve some of its
urban heritage. Like other Saudi cities, it is famous for its architectural
heritage, which is able to distinguish the features of the city, and to express
the social and intellectual growth of its inhabitants at that time. And this city
still enjoys attracting people to it for housing, commerce and tourism.
Research problem: It is represents that most of the changes that occurred in
the historical center of Abha have negatively affected the characteristics of
the urban and urban heritage in it. The research Hypothesis: That the
changes that have occurred have negatively affected the characteristics of
the urban and built heritage, which led as a result to the process of
preserving them.

The Research Aims: to diagnose what resulted from that change in the
urban and architectural heritage in the study area, and try to address that so
that it can be preserved, rehabilitated and invested. It would achieve
harmony and urban communication between the historical center of Abha
and its new extensions, in order to consolidate and preserve the role of the
historical center of Abha as a sustainable future urban heritage for future
generations, to achieve the greatest amount of tourism and economic
benefit.

The Importance of the Research: It comes within the framework of what
was affirmed by the National Strategy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
1421, which states: “The necessity of achieving balanced urban
development in Saudi cities and preserving their natural resources in light of
the local peculiarity of cities”. The importance of urban heritage.

Research Methodology: The descriptive and analytical approach of the
urban heritage of the study area will be used to diagnose it, preserve it,
rehabilitate it and invest it economically and in tourism, as well as the
inductive approach to know the changes that have occurred in the urban and
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urban heritage, analyze the reality of the urban heritage and extrapolate the
future of sustainable development appropriate to it. In addition to the
exploratory field study to get acquainted with the reality of the urban
heritage situation in the study area by taking some pictures, and knowing the
opinion of the population about the urban heritage and dealing with it and
preserving it through his face to face interviews with them.

The research will deal with the current state of the urban heritage of the city
center and its various problems such as encroachment on heritage buildings,
distortion of the traditional architectural style and visual pollution.

The research will also address the challenges facing the urban and urban
heritage of the historic city center despite the efforts made to restore,
organize and coordinate some important buildings and other spaces,
rehabilitate the infrastructure and evaluate the tourism plan.

In addition to the future vision for preserving, rehabilitating and investing
the urban heritage economically and in tourism. The research concludes
with results and proposals that help in preserving and rehabilitating the
urban heritage of the city center, for its economic and tourism investment
and its sustainability for future generations.

It is our hope to present proposals that would achieve sustainable
development for the Abha city center so that it would be preserved by future
generations, thus enabling us to benefit from it in studying other Saudi
cities.

Keywords: Sustainable development, urban heritage, city of Abha.
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